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Year Major Ecommerce Event

1969 The first major ecommerce company, CompuServe, is founded.

1979 Michael Aldrich invents electronic shopping.

1982 Boston Computer Exchange launches as one of the first ecommerce platforms.

1992 Book Stacks Unlimited launches as one of the first online marketplaces for books.

1994 Netscape launches Netscape Navigator, an early web browser, making it easier for users to
browse online.

1995 Amazon and eBay launch.

1998 PayPal launches as an online payment system.

1999 Alibaba.com launches.

2000 Google launches AdWords as an online search advertising tool.

2005 Amazon launches Amazon Prime with expedited, flat-fee shipping for members.

2005 Esty, an online marketplace for handmade and vintage goods launches.

2009 BigCommerce launches as an online storefront platform.

2009 Square, Inc. is founded.

2011 Google Wallet launches as an online payment system.

2011 Facebook launches sponsored stories as a form of early advertising.
2011 Stripe launches.

2014 Apple Pay launches as a form of mobile payment.

2014 Jet.com launches.

2017 Instagram shoppable posts are introduced.

2017 Cyber Monday sales exceed $6.5B.
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